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About VIVA! Youth Singers of Toronto

VIVA! Youth Singers of Toronto is a vibrant, innovative choral organization for children and youth ages four to twenty-five.  2011-2012 will mark VIVA!'s twelfth season as an downtown-based group of choirs whose mission is to provide children and youth with artistically excellent musical opportunities in a supportive, inclusive environment.

Founded in 2000 by Carol Woodward Ratzlaff in response to widespread cuts to school arts programs, membership is drawn from the downtown area and across the GTA, with a present membership of over 120 choristers.

VIVA! is comprised of five choirs: Preparatory Chorus (ages 4 and up), Junior Chorus (ages 6 and up), Main Chorus (ages 9 and up), SATB Youth Choir (advanced singers including high school students, university students and young professionals), and ECS Chorus, an entry-level training choir (ages 10 and up).  All ensembles are served by VIVA!’s inclusion program, which provides individual support for youth with special needs. 

Unique to Toronto, VIVA!'s programming culminates in the SATB Youth Choir, and SATB repertoire is an integral part of each VIVA! concert. The Youth Choir has performed under the direction of Helmuth Rilling; in a joint concert with the Master Chorale at the Faculty of Music, University of Toronto; and as guests of the Orpheus Choir under the direction of (VIVA! board member) Robert Cooper. They perform one work with orchestra annually.

Teaching assistants and vocal coaches are drawn from the Youth Choir to mentor and work with the younger singers.  VIVA!’s Mentoring Program forms an integral part of the program, providing young leaders and aspiring educators with vital opportunities to work with children and youth.  Each choir boasts a number of teaching assistants and vocal coaches who assist with and instruct various activities with the choirs. 

VIVA! has an enduring relationship with the National Ballet of Canada, performing in 25 shows ofThe Nutcracker each December for the last ten years.  They have also sung with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and in Carmina Burana with Hart House Chorus, University of Toronto alongside soloists (VIVA! board member) Darryl Edwards and Kevin MacMillan. Recognized for diverse programming, VIVA! has collaborated with such artists as Gary Relyea, Monica Whicher, George Sawa and the Traditional Arabic Music Ensemble, Jumblies Theatre, Shannon Mercer, Giles Tomkins, Kenny Kirkwood, saxophone, and dancers from the Native Canadian Centre.

VIVA! regularly commissions and premiers works by leading Canadian composers including James Rolfe, Juliet Palmer, Alice Ho, Leslie Arden, Wende Bartley, Andrew Ager and Norman Gabriel Nurmi.

VIVA!’s Youth Choir and Main Chorus have toured to New York City, Wales, London, and Oxford, England under the direction of Bob Chilcott.  Upcoming touring opportunities include Greece in July ’12.

VIVA!’s goal of authentic music-making and community building through the best possible repertoire is achieved by a team of fine musicians and a dynamic Board of Directors. 

Our Choirs:

Preparatory Chorus 

*Rehearsals are held Monday at Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre 4:45-5:45  

Children 4-6 years old will explore the elements of music and notation through games, songs, and related activities. Good vocal production is emphasized. The discipline of choral singing and related aspects of performance are gently introduced.

ECS Chorus 

*Rehearsals are held Monday at Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre 5:15-6:30

An entry-level training choir with the potential for partial or full integration into main chorus as is appropriate for the individual young person.  Singing tone, high quality repertoire, and a theory program using Young Singers Journey books are taught.  Choir direction is very flexible, based on the abilities and needs of choristers.  No previous choral/musical experience is necessary.

Junior Chorus

*Rehearsals are held Monday at Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre 4:45-6:00

Children ages 6 and up are taught to sing musically and with a beautiful singing tone. Theory and sight-singing complement the varied repertoire, which includes numerous musical styles and languages. Private vocal coaching is provided throughout the year. The discipline and teamwork essential to choral singing will be reinforced in a supportive environment. No previous choral/musical experience is required.

Main Chorus 

*Rehearsals are held Monday at Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre 5:40-7:15 

Children and youth ages 10 and up sing advanced repertoire and are prepared to perform in professional engagements and our in-house concerts. These young singers demonstrate a well-developed singing tone, an ability to sing in harmony, and an ability to read music. Excellent deportment, focus, and a mature approach are required. Singers require previous musical experience and successful completion of the Royal Conservatory of Music Preliminary Rudiments theory.

SATB Youth Choir

*Rehearsals are held Monday at Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre 7:15-8:30

Founded in the fall of 2005, the SATB Youth Choir is for experienced singers ages 15-30 who are looking to perform major choral works with orchestra on a project-by-project basis. Singers in this group must be literate musicians and practice good vocal production. Choristers from this ensemble form the basis for our Choral Mentoring and Leadership Program: voice teachers, vocal coaches and teaching assistants are drawn from this group to work with the three younger choirs. Boys younger than 15 whose voices have changed may also audition.

Choral Mentoring and Leadership Program

This unique program is for senior high school and university students with an interest in teaching and working with the children and youth of VIVA! in order to develop leadership and pedagogical skills.  CMLP students work closely with one of VIVA!’s choirs for the season.  This program is best suited to students with an interest in becoming teachers, and offers opportunities for receiving regular feedback from, and teaching opportunities with, VIVA!’s Artistic Staff.    

Audition Information and Requirements

Parents are welcome to join their young singers during their auditions. There is a $25 audition fee which is deducted from the chorister’s tuition should he/she be accepted into VIVA!

Please remember that, more than anything, we are looking for children who love to sing!    

Preparatory Chorus (ages 4-6)

Children will be asked to sing a song they enjoy, and to play some musical games with the conductor. This is a very informal audition, and is more appropriately considered an opportunity for the child and conductor to meet.

ECS Chorus (ages 10 and up)

Young people will be asked to sing a song they enjoy, and to play some musical games with the conductor.  If the child/youth plays another musical instrument, he or she is welcome to play a short piece on that instrument as well.  Parents should be available to discuss their child’s abilities and needs with the conductor at the time of audition.  This audition is very informal, and is more appropriately considered an opportunity for the young person and conductor to meet.  Those wishing to join ECS should be very eager to sing!

Junior Chorus (ages 7 and up)

Children should prepare an unaccompanied song which they know well (not a pop song), and sing “Row Your Boat” in round with the conductor. If the child studies an instrument, he or she should be prepared to perform one piece on that instrument for the audition. Children wishing to join the Main Chorus I should be able to sit attentively for the 1-hour rehearsals, and should be able to tone match.

Main Chorus (ages 9 and up)

Young people should prepare an unaccompanied song that shows the quality of her/his voice (not a pop song). Since they will be asked to perform some simple a sight-singing and rhythmic reading, a basic knowledge of theory is essential.  Singers must demonstrate the ability to hold a harmony part and should be prepared to play one piece on an instrument if they are presently taking lessons.  Choristers are expected to attend the Fall Camp.  This choir will tour every two years.

S.A.T.B. Youth Choir (ages 15-30)

The Youth Choir is composed of experienced singers who read music, blend well with other singers, and sing in tune.  Singers are offered concerts on a project basis.  Many of these singers work in our Choral Mentoring and Leadership Program, though involvement is not required.

Choral Mentoring and Leadership Program

Singers in Senior High School and University can apply for a unique opportunity to work with and teach VIVA!’s younger choirs and to acquire pedagogical skills.  Application forms available by emailing info@vivayouthsingers.com.     

*** Please note that membership in VIVA! Youth Singers of Toronto requires a similar time commitment to studying an instrument.  The amount of time required varies with the time of year, and with the choir in which the chorister is singing.  Please note that we do not consider a family’s commitment to enrol their child in VIVA! Youth Singers to be casual: singers are expected to attend rehearsals regularly and complete all homework as it is assigned.    

Fees

The following are Tuition Fees for the 2011-2012 season.  Please note that we do have Full and Partial Bursaries available for families in need of financial assistance. Applications can be obtained by request.  

There is a 5% tuition discount for all families with more than one chorister enrolled.

Preparatory Chorus 



$500
Tuition

$200 
Compulsory Ticket Purchase requirement*



$ 10
T-Shirt for new members only



$ 10
Photo (to be given at the end of the year)

TOTAL: 
$720 annually

*One per family, not per chorister.  Includes 10 tickets to the in-house concerts (December and May) and constitutes our parents’ main fundraising requirement.
ECS

$970
Tuition*





$200 
Compulsory Ticket Purchase
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        $15 - adult         





$ 10 
Music bag – new members only



$ 10
Year-end Choir Photo



$ 15 
Theory book (if applicable)


TOTAL: 
$ 1215-$1220 annually 

*Includes cost of Performing Arts Camp – October 21-23

**One per family, not per chorister.  Includes 10 tickets to the in-house concerts (December and May) and constitutes our main fundraising requirement.

Junior Chorus 

$830
Tuition





$200 
Compulsory Ticket Purchase**

          
$ 10 – youth

           $ 15 - adult 
     



$ 10 
Music bag – new members only



$ 10
Year-end Choir Photo



$ 15 
Theory book (if applicable)


TOTAL: 
$1075-$1080 annually 

*Includes cost of Performing Arts Camp – October 21-23

**Per family, not per chorister. Includes 10 tickets to the in-house concerts (December and May) and constitutes our main fundraising requirement.

Main Chorus 

Fee Information

$970
Tuition*



$200 
Compulsory Ticket Purchase**


 $ 10 – youth

 $ 15 - adult 
     



$ 10 
Music bag – new members only



$ 10
Year-end Choir Photo



$ 15 
Theory book (if applicable)


TOTAL: 
$1215-$1220 annually 
*Includes cost of Performing Arts Camp – October 21-23

**Per family, not per chorister.  Includes 10 tickets to the in-house concerts (December and May) and constitutes our main fundraising requirement.

Youth Choir

$970
Tuition*





$200 
Compulsory Ticket Purchase**

       $ 10 – youth       

        $15 - adult         





$ 10 
Music bag – new members only



$ 10
Year-end Choir Photo



$ 15 
Theory book (if applicable)


TOTAL: 
$ 1215-$1220 annually 

*Includes cost of Performing Arts Camp – October 21-23

**Per family, not per chorister.  Includes 10 tickets to the in-house concerts (December and May) and constitutes our main fundraising requirement.
Payment Schedule: 

August 1st: First tuition instalment + First tickets + Extras

November 1st: Second tuition instalment + Second tickets 

Fees Include: 

· Musical instruction 

· Music theory instruction 

· Camp 

· Theory book 

· Choir T shirt 

· VIVA! bag 

· Use of music  

· Private vocal coaching – minimum 3 times a year

· Concert expenses and uniforms 

· Guest musician/composer sessions
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